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BOOK NOTES 
Charlie Russell Roundup: Essays on America's 
Favorite Cowboy Artist. Edited by Brian W. 
Dippie. Helena: Montana Historical Society 
Press, 1999. Illustrations, credits, index. xiii + 
328 pp. $39.95 cloth, $19.95 paper. 
Brian W. Dippie has collected thirty-eight 
essays, many from the pages of Montana: The 
Magazine of Western History, that both strip 
away and build on the legend of Charles 
Russell, who went from night rider on the 
Montana frontier to famous painter by the 
age of fifty-three in 1917. The book combines 
early press accounts, reminiscences by old 
friends (including Will Rogers), interpretive 
essays by Russell scholars, and a sampling of 
Russell's own writing to provide a wide-rang-
ing view of the life of Montana's and America's 
best-known cowboy painter and sculptor. 
* * * 
In the Words of Elders: Aboriginal Cultures in 
Transition. Edited by Peter Kulchyski, Don 
McCaskill, and David Newhouse. Toronto: 
University of Toronto Press, 1999. Photo-
graphs. xxv + 458 pp. $70.00 cloth, $29.95 
paper. 
In transcriptions of oral interviews repre-
senting a variety of Native cultures from east-
ern Canada to the Pacific Coast, elders 
describe traditional teachings, oral histories, 
ceremonies, and personal histories, offering 
an "inside" view of Native societies. 
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The Western Horse: A Photographic Anthology. 
Photography by David R. Stoecklein. Text by 
Buster McLaury. Ketchum, ID: Stoecklein 
Publishing 1999. Color photographs, indexes, 
notes, list of ranches, bibliography. 299 pp. 
$60.00. 
David R. Stoecklein's stunning color pho-
tographs are accompanied by Buster McLaury's 
text on the history of the horse in North 
America, with descriptions of horse breeds used 
by Native Americans, cowboys, and everyday 
horse lovers in the West. Poems, essays, inter-
views with prominent trainers and breeders, 
and Stoecklein's own photography notes add 
flavor to this illustrated description of west-
ern horses. 
* * * 
The Competitive Struggle: America's Western 
Fur Trading Posts, 1764-1865. By R. G. 
Robertson. Boise, ID: Tamarack Books, 1999. 
Photographs, maps, appendices, endnotes, bib-
li.ography, index. 354 pp. $18.95 paper. 
From the founding of St. Louis in 1764 
through 1865, Competitive Struggle recounts 
the demand for beaver pelts and buffalo robes 
that spawned a competitive fervor enveloping 
mountain men, traders, national governments, 
and Native Americans. Robertson traces the 
fur trade through Indian factories and trading 
posts such as Fort Union, Spokane House, 
Fort Osage, Bent's Fort, Buzzards' Roost, and 
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the careers of such visionaries and scoundrels 
as John Jacob Astor, Andrew Henry, Kenneth 
McKenzie, Alexander Harvey, and Pierre 
Chouteau J r. 
* * * 
When Panthers Roared: The Fort Worth Cats 
and Minor League Baseball. By Jeff Guinn with 
Bobby Bragan. Fort Worth: Texas Christian 
University Press, 1999. Illustrations, index. 
x + 134 pp. $29.95. 
Partially oral history, Guinn recounts the 
story of the Fort Worth Panthers-unofficially 
nicknamed the Cats-from 1889 to 1964. In 
its heyday, many baseball greats were affili-
ated with this record-setting team that estab-
lished itself as perhaps the most famous in 
minor-league baseball history. 
* * * 
Features and Fillers: Texas Journalists on Texas 
Folklore. Edited by Jim Harris. Denton: Uni-
versity of North Texas Pr~ss, 1999. Illustra-
tions, contributors, index. v + 233 pp. $29.95. 
Features and Fillers offers a sampling of Texas 
traditional life in the last half of the twentieth 
century. The writers, experienced full-time 
and part-time journalists who have worked for 
large and small newspapers all over Texas, re-
flect on the traditions, customs, and practices 
of the people in communities as diverse as the 
state is wide. 
* * * 
The American West: The Reader. Edited by 
Walter Nugent and Martin Ridge. Blooming-
ton: Indiana University Press, 1999. Maps, 
illustrations, notes, index. xvi + 335 pp. 
$39.95 cloth, $19.95 paper. 
Intended for college classes, The American 
West presents significant topics in Western 
history in sufficient depth to support inten-
sive classroom discussion. The editors preface 
each of the volume's seventeen essays with a 
summary of its key points and with questions 
for further study. Subjects include women's 
property rights in Spanish-Mexican Califor-
nia; the mountain men and national identity; 
Indians and bison on the Great Plains in the 
early nineteenth century; the Sand Creek 
Massacre of 1864 as a case of Indian-white 
conflict; African Americans in the West; 
homesteading; cowboys as wage workers in the 
1880s; miners and ethnic conflict; Japanese-
American women in World War II; and the 
Pacific Northwest since 1945. 
* * * 
The Exploits of Ben Arnold: Indian Fighter, Gold 
Miner, Cowboy, Hunter, and Army Scout. By 
Lewis F. Crawford. Foreword by Paul L. 
Hedren. Volume 64 in the Western Frontier 
Library. Norman: University of Oklahoma 
Press, 1999. Illustrations, index. 324 pp. 
$22.95. 
A Union soldier during the Civil War, Ben 
Arnold (Conner) deserted, went West, and 
enlisted under a different name to serve in the 
frontier army. He fought in the Indian Wars, 
was a military guard for the telegraph line, 
ferried on the Snake River, and joined the 
Montana gold rush. His observations offer a 
wide-angled view of the post-Civil War West. 
* * * 
A Dispatch to Custer: The Tragedy of Lieutenant 
Kidder. By Randy Johnson and Nancy Allan. 
Foreword by John M. Carroll. Missoula, MT: 
Mountain Press Publishing Company, 1999. 
Illustrations, appendix, notes, bibliography, 
index. xii + 118 pp. $15.00 paper. 
A Dispatch to Custer tells the little-known 
story of Lieutenant Lyman Kidder, a young 
soldier sent on an 1867 mission to deliver 
new orders to Lieutenant Colonel George Cus-
ter. En route a band of Sioux and Cheyenne 
ambushed Kidder's party, killing all eleven 
soldiers and an Indian scout. Custer discov-
ered their mutilated bodies a few days later 
near modern-day Goodland, Kansas, and or-
dered they be buried in a common grave. 
Johnson and Allen tell this story mainly 
through the letters of the people involved, 
including Kidder's family and military col-
leagues. 
* * * 
Riders of the West: Portraits from Indian Rodeo. 
Text by Peter Iverson. Photographs by Linda 
MacCannell. Foreword by Carolyn O. Buffalo. 
Seattle: University of Washington Press, 1999. 
Photographs, maps, glossary, sources, index. 
xxi + 120 pp. $24.95 paper. 
Linda MacCannell's photographs provide 
a striking record of the Indian rodeo circuit, a 
significant part of life for Native Americans 
BOOK NOTES 87 
from Alberta to Arizona. Peter Iverson's text 
provides historical background on Indian ro-
deo and explains how rodeo has helped to re-
inforce the importance of place, of competition 
and achievement, and of family. 
* * * 
Dictionary of Texas Artists, 1800-1945. Com-
piled by Paula L. Grauer and Michael R. 
Grauer. College Station: Texas A&M Uni-
versity Press, 1999. Illustrations, tables, refer-
ences. xxiii + 240 pp. $34.95. 
Texas had little documented art before the 
late nineteenth century. As the state grew 
more urbanized, art flourished, providing the 
varied pieces included in this comprehensive 
alphabetical listing of Texas artists. This ref-
erence brings to life the work and personal 
background of more than 2500 artists who 
have lived, worked, and exhibited in Texas. 
